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Unforgiving Years is a thrilling and terrifying journey into the disastrous, blazing core of the twentieth century. Victor Serge’s ﬁnal
novel, here translated into English for the ﬁrst time, is at once the
most ambitious, bleakest, and most lyrical of this neglected major
writer’s works. The book is arranged into four sections, like the
panels of an immense mural or the movements of a symphony. In
the ﬁrst, D, a lifelong revolutionary who has broken with the Communist Party and expects retribution at any moment, ﬂees
through the streets of prewar Paris, haunted by the ghosts of his
past and his fears for the future. Part two ﬁnds D’s friend and fellow revolutionary Daria caught up in the defense of a besieged
Leningrad, the horrors and heroism of which Serge brings to terrifying life. The third part is set in Germany. On a dangerous assignment behind the lines, Daria ﬁnds herself in a city destroyed by
both Allied bombing and Nazism, where the populace now confronts the prospect of total defeat. The novel closes in Mexico, in
a remote and prodigiously beautiful part of the New World where
D and Daria are reunited, hoping that they may at last have escaped the grim reckonings of their modern era. A visionary novel,
a political novel, a novel of adventure, passion, and ideas, of despair and, against all odds, of hope, Unforgiving Years is a rediscovered masterpiece by the author of The Case of Comrade Tulayev.
“Powerful and often startling…The Deserters oﬀers a provokingly
fresh angle on this most studied of conﬂicts.” --The Boston Globe
A groundbreaking history of ordinary soldiers struggling on the
front lines, The Deserters oﬀers a completely new perspective on
the Second World War. Charles Glass—renowned journalist and author of the critically acclaimed Americans in Paris: Life and Death
Under Nazi Occupation—delves deep into army archives, personal
diaries, court-martial records, and self-published memoirs to produce this dramatic and heartbreaking portrait of men overlooked
by their commanders and ignored by history. Surveying the
150,000 American and British soldiers known to have deserted in
the European Theater, The Deserters: A Hidden History of World
War II tells the life stories of three soldiers who abandoned their
posts in France, Italy, and Africa. Their deeds form the backbone
of Glass’s arresting portrait of soldiers pushed to the breaking
point, a sweeping reexamination of the conditions for ordinary
soldiers. With the grace and pace of a novel, The Deserters moves
beyond the false extremes of courage and cowardice to reveal
the true experience of the frontline soldier. Glass shares the story
of men like Private Alfred Whitehead, a Tennessee farm boy who
earned Silver and Bronze Stars for bravery in Normandy—yet became a gangster in liberated Paris, robbing Allied supply depots
along with ordinary citizens. Here also is the story of British men
like Private John Bain, who deserted three times but never ﬂed
from combat—and who endured battles in North Africa and northern France before German machine guns cut his legs from under
him. The heart of The Deserters resides with men like Private
Steve Weiss, an idealistic teenage volunteer from Brooklyn who
forced his father—a disillusioned First World War veteran—to sign
his enlistment papers because he was not yet eighteen. On the
Anzio beachhead and in the Ardennes forest, as an infantryman
with the 36th Division and as an accidental partisan in the French
Resistance, Weiss lost his illusions about the nobility of conﬂict
and the infallibility of American commanders. Far from the bright
picture found in propaganda and nostalgia, the Second World War
was a grim and brutal aﬀair, a long and lonely eﬀort that has never been fully reported—to the detriment of those who served and
the danger of those nurtured on false tales today. Revealing the
true costs of conﬂict on those forced to ﬁght, The Deserters is an
elegant and unforgettable story of ordinary men desperately
struggling in extraordinary times.
As America's symbol of Great Music, Arturo Toscanini and the
"masterpieces" he served were regarded with religious awe. As a
celebrity personality, he was heralded for everything from his unwavering stance against Hitler and Mussolini and his cataclysmic
tantrums, to his "democratic" penchants for television wrestling
and soup for dinner. During his years with the Metropolitan Opera
(1908-15) and the New York Philharmonic (1926-36) he was regularly proclaimed the "world's greatest conductor ." And with the
NBC Symphony (1937-54), created for him by RCA's David
Sarnoﬀ, he became the beneﬁciary of a voracious multimedia promotional apparatus that spread Toscanini madness nationwide.

According to Life, he was as well-known as Joe Dimaggio; Time
twice put him on its cover; and the New York Herald Tribune attributed Toscanini's fame to simple recognition of his unique
"greatness." In this boldly conceived and superbly realized study,
Joseph Horowitz reveals how and why Toscanini became the object of unparalleled veneration in the United States. Combining biography, cultural history, and music criticism, Horowitz explores
the cultural and commercial mechanisms that created America's
Toscanini cult and fostered, in turn, a Eurocentric, anachronistic
new audience for old music.
Winner of the British Academy’s Nayef Al-Rodhan Prize for Global
Cultural Understanding 2020 Highly commended for PEN Hessell–Tiltman Prize 2020 A haunting and evocative history of British
empire, told through one woman’s family story “Where are you
from?” was the question hounding Hazel Carby as a girl in postwar London. One of the so-called brown babies of the Windrush
generation, born to a Jamaican father and Welsh mother, Carby’s
place in her home, her neighbourhood, and her country of birth
was always in doubt. Emerging from this setting, Carby untangles
the threads connecting members of her family in a web woven by
the British Empire across the Atlantic. We meet Carby’s working-class grandmother Beatrice, a seamstress challenged by poverty
and disease. In England, she was thrilled by the cosmopolitan fantasies of empire, by cities built with slave-trade proﬁts, and by
street peddlers selling fashionable Jamaican delicacies. In Jamaica, we follow the lives of both the “white Carbys” and the “black
Carbys,” including Mary Ivey, a free woman of colour, whose children are fathered by Lilly Carby, a British soldier who arrived in Jamaica in 1789 to be absorbed into the plantation aristocracy. And
we discover the hidden stories of Bridget and Nancy, two women
owned by Lilly who survived the Middle Passage from Africa to the
Caribbean. Moving between Jamaican plantations, the hills of Devon, the port cities of Bristol, Cardiﬀ, and Kingston, and the working-class estates of South London, Carby’s family story is at once
an intimate personal history and a sweeping summation of the violent entanglement of two islands. In charting British empire’s interweaving of capital and bodies, public language and private feeling, Carby will ﬁnd herself reckoning with what she can tell, what
she can remember, and what she can bear to know.
Winner of the 2007 National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism
A New York Times Book Review Top Ten Book of the Year Time
magazine Top Ten Nonﬁction Book of 2007 Newsweek Favorite
Books of 2007 A Washington Post Book World Best Book of 2007
In this sweeping and dramatic narrative, Alex Ross, music critic
for The New Yorker, weaves together the histories of the twentieth century and its music, from Vienna before the First World War
to Paris in the twenties; from Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Russia
to downtown New York in the sixties and seventies up to the present. Taking readers into the labyrinth of modern style, Ross
draws revelatory connections between the century's most inﬂuential composers and the wider culture. The Rest Is Noise is an astonishing history of the twentieth century as told through its music.
The Besieged is a beautifully observed account of one of the deﬁning moments of twentieth-century history: the Siege of Leningrad.
The Siege began in September 1941, when German forces severed the last connection to the city, and was to last for 872 days,
during which the dying population suﬀered horrors almost beyond
the powers of description.
Presents an exhaustive listener's guide to the symphony, replete
with musical examples, biographical details, historical background, and commentaries on more than one hundred major
works
Brian Moynahan, formerly the European editor of the Sunday
Times, here combines his wide knowledge of Russia's social, political and military history into a thorough, splendidly written survey
of the forces that led Russia to revolution twice during this century. Making ample use of contemporary letters, memoirs and documents, he traces Russia's course from the last days of the tsars to
the present day and looks at what the future may hold. With eight
pages of stunning photographs and an introduction that includes
a poem by Yevgeny Yevtushenko, this remarkable book is
destined to become a standard short history of Russia in the twentieth century.
The true story of composer Dmitri Shostakovich, who wrote a sym-

phony that roused, rallied, eulogized, and commemorated his fellow citizens--the Leningrad Symphony, which came to occupy a
surprising place of prominence in the eventual Allied victory during World War 2.
Set against the turbulent backdrop of Leningrad in 1941, an intricately woven tapestry of love and war follows the Levin family--twenty-two-year-old Anna, her young brother Kolya, and their
father, Mikhail--as they struggle to survive during the German
siege. Reprint.
The “gripping story” of a Nazi blockade, a Russian composer, and
a ragtag band of musicians who fought to keep up a besieged city’s morale (The New York Times Book Review). For 872 days during World War II, the German Army encircled the city of Leningrad—modern-day St. Petersburg—in a military operation that
would cripple the former capital and major Soviet industrial center. Palaces were looted and destroyed. Schools and hospitals
were bombarded. Famine raged and millions died, soldiers and innocent civilians alike. Against the backdrop of this catastrophe,
historian Brian Moynahan tells the story of Dmitri Shostakovich,
whose Seventh Symphony was ﬁrst performed during the siege
and became a symbol of deﬁance in the face of fascist brutality.
Titled “Leningrad” in honor of the city and its people, the work premiered on August 9, 1942—with musicians scrounged from frontline units and military bands, because only twenty of the orchestra’s hundred members had survived. With this compelling human
story of art and culture surviving amid chaos and violence, Leningrad: Siege and Symphony “brings new depth and drama to a key
historical moment” (Booklist, starred review), in “a narrative that
is by turns painful, poignant and inspiring” (Minneapolis Star-Tribune). “He reaches into the guts of the city to extract some humanity from the blood and darkness, and at its best Leningrad
captures the heartbreak, agony and small salvations in both
death and survival . . . Moynahan’s descriptions of the battleﬁeld,
which also draw from the diaries of the cold, lice-ridden, hungry
combatants, are haunting.” —The Washington Post
Shostakovich's Seventh Symphony was ﬁrst played in the city of
its birth on 9 August, 1942. There has never been a ﬁrst performance to match it. Pray God, there never will be again. Almost a
year earlier, the Germans had begun their blockade of the city. Already many thousands had died of their wounds, the cold, and
most of all, starvation. The assembled musicians - scrounged from
frontline units and military bands, for only twenty of the orchestra's 100 players had survived - were so hungry, many feared
they'd be too weak to play the score right through. In these, the
darkest days of the Second World War, the music and the
deﬁance it inspired provided a rare beacon of light for the watching world. Setting the composition of Shostakovich's most famous
work against the tragic canvas of the siege itself and the years of
repression and terror that preceded it, Leningrad: Siege and Symphony is a magisterial and moving account of one of the most
tragic periods in history.
A compact masterpiece dedicated to the Russian composer Dmitri
Shostakovich: Julian Barnes’s ﬁrst novel since his best-selling,
Man Booker Prize–winning The Sense of an Ending. In 1936, Shostakovich, just thirty, fears for his livelihood and his life. Stalin,
hitherto a distant ﬁgure, has taken a sudden interest in his work
and denounced his latest opera. Now, certain he will be exiled to
Siberia (or, more likely, executed on the spot), Shostakovich
reﬂects on his predicament, his personal history, his parents, various women and wives, his children—and all who are still alive
themselves hang in the balance of his fate. And though a stroke
of luck prevents him from becoming yet another casualty of the
Great Terror, for decades to come he will be held fast under the
thumb of despotism: made to represent Soviet values at a cultural
conference in New York City, forced into joining the Party and compelled, constantly, to weigh appeasing those in power against the
integrity of his music. Barnes elegantly guides us through the trajectory of Shostakovich’s career, at the same time illuminating
the tumultuous evolution of the Soviet Union. The result is both a
stunning portrait of a relentlessly fascinating man and a brilliant
exploration of the meaning of art and its place in society.
On September 8, 1941, eleven weeks after Hitler launched Operation Barbarossa, his brutal surprise attack on the Soviet Union,
Leningrad was surrounded. The siege was not lifted for two and a
half years, by which time some three quarters of a million Lenin-
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graders had died of starvation. Anna Reid's Leningrad is a gripping, authoritative narrative history of this dramatic moment in
the twentieth century, interwoven with indelible personal accounts of daily siege life drawn from diarists on both sides. They
reveal the Nazis' deliberate decision to starve Leningrad into surrender and Hitler's messianic miscalculation, the incompetence
and cruelty of the Soviet war leadership, the horrors experienced
by soldiers on the front lines, and, above all, the terrible details of
life in the blockaded city: the relentless search for food and water;
the withering of emotions and family ties; looting, murder, and
cannibalism- and at the same time, extraordinary bravery and self-sacriﬁce. Stripping away decades of Soviet propaganda, and
drawing on newly available diaries and government records, Leningrad also tackles a raft of unanswered questions: Was the size of
the death toll as much the fault of Stalin as of Hitler? Why didn't
the Germans capture the city? Why didn't it collapse into
anarchy? What decided who lived and who died? Impressive in its
originality and literary style, Leningrad gives voice to the dead
and will rival Anthony Beevor's classic Stalingrad in its impact.
Too young for the army, one boy takes saving the city into his
own hands. The Russian city of Leningrad is darkening with winter
and war, and Georgi's family prepares for the worst. His sister,
Marya, packs up the great artwork at the Hermitage museum for
safekeeping, and their mother tends to the wounded soldiers. But
at fourteen years old, Georgi is too young to join the army, and he
wonders how he can possibly help his friends and family. As the city slowly starves from lack of food and hope, Georgi knows he can
help his people survive, but he must face dangers as real as the
battles on the front lines.
"Shostakovich's life is a fascinating example of the paradoxes of
living as an artist under totalitarian rule. Alone among his artistic
peers, he survived successive Stalinist cultural purges and won
the Stalin Prize ﬁve times, yet in 1948 he was dismissed from his
conservatory teaching positions, and many of his works were
banned from performance. He prudently censored himself, in one
case putting aside a work based on Jewish folk poems. Under later
regimes he balanced a career as a model Soviet - holding government positions and acting as an international ambassador - with
his unﬂagging artistic ambitions."--Jacket.
This volume looks at the major events, people and stories of the
1950s through photographs that reveal the essence of those
times. The decade began with the scars of war still visible everywhere and rationing still in place. It ended with Prime Minister
Harold Macmillan claiming that people had never had it so good.
Silver Winner, ForeWord Magazine Book of the Year, History From
September 1941 until January 1944, Leningrad suﬀered under one
of the worst sieges in the history of warfare. At least one million
civilians died, many during the terribly cold ﬁrst winter. Bearing
the brunt of this hardship—and keeping the city alive through
their daily toil and sacriﬁce—were the women of Leningrad. Yet
their perspective on life during the siege has been little examined. Cynthia Simmons and Nina Perlina have searched archival holdings for letters and diaries written during the siege, conducted interviews with survivors, and collected poetry, ﬁction,
and retrospective memoirs written by the blokadnitsy (women survivors) to present a truer picture of the city under siege. In simple, direct, even heartbreaking language, these documents tell of
lost husbands, mothers, children; meager rations often supplemented with sawdust and other inedible additives; crime, cruelty,
and even cannibalism. They also relate unexpected acts of kindness and generosity; attempts to maintain cultural life through
musical and dramatic performances; and provide insight into a
group of ordinary women reaching beyond diﬀerences in socioeconomic class, ethnicity, and profession in order to survive in extraordinary times.
Drawing on newly declassiﬁed government ﬁles, this is the dramatic story of how a forbidden book in the Soviet Union became a
secret CIA weapon in the ideological battle between East and
West. In May 1956, an Italian publishing scout took a train to a village just outside Moscow to visit Russia’s greatest living poet,
Boris Pasternak. He left carrying the original manuscript of Pasternak’s ﬁrst and only novel, entrusted to him with these words:
“This is Doctor Zhivago. May it make its way around the world.”
Pasternak believed his novel was unlikely ever to be published in
the Soviet Union, where the authorities regarded it as an irredeemable assault on the 1917 Revolution. But he thought it stood
a chance in the West and, indeed, beginning in Italy, Doctor Zhivago was widely published in translation throughout the world. From
there the life of this extraordinary book entered the realm of the
spy novel. The CIA, which recognized that the Cold War was
above all an ideological battle, published a Russian-language edition of Doctor Zhivago and smuggled it into the Soviet Union.
Copies were devoured in Moscow and Leningrad, sold on the
black market, and passed surreptitiously from friend to friend.
Pasternak’s funeral in 1960 was attended by thousands of admirers who deﬁed their government to bid him farewell. The example
he set launched the great tradition of the writer-dissident in the
Soviet Union. In The Zhivago Aﬀair, Peter Finn and Petra Couvée
bring us intimately close to this charming, passionate, and complex artist. First to obtain CIA ﬁles providing concrete proof of the
agency’s involvement, the authors give us a literary thriller that
takes us back to a fascinating period of the Cold War—to a time
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when literature had the power to stir the world. (With 8 pages of
black-and-white illustrations.)
“Music illuminates a person and provides him with his last hope;
even Stalin, a butcher, knew that.” So said the Russian composer
Dmitri Shostakovich, whose ﬁrst compositions in the 1920s identiﬁed him as an avant-garde wunderkind. But that same singularity became a liability a decade later under the totalitarian rule of
Stalin, with his unpredictable grounds for the persecution of
artists. Solomon Volkov—who cowrote Shostakovich’s controversial 1979 memoir, Testimony—describes how this lethal uncertainty aﬀected the composer’s life and work. Volkov, an authority on
Soviet Russian culture, shows us the “holy fool” in Shostakovich:
the truth speaker who dared to challenge the supreme powers.
We see how Shostakovich struggled to remain faithful to himself
in his music and how Stalin fueled that struggle: one minute banning his work, the next encouraging it. We see how some of Shostakovich’s contemporaries—Mandelstam, Bulgakov, and Pasternak among them—fell victim to Stalin’s manipulations and how
Shostakovich barely avoided the same fate. And we see the psychological price he paid for what some perceived as self-serving
aloofness and others saw as rightfully defended individuality. This
is a revelatory account of the relationship between one of the
twentieth century’s greatest composers and one of its most infamous tyrants.
Making extensive use of contemporary accounts, Moynahan
traces Russia's turbulent 20th century, from the last days of
tsarist rule to the Bolshevik Revolution, two world wars (and one
cold one), and to the overthrow of the Communist regime. Simultaneously a political, social and oral history, this book will quickly become the preeminent short history of Russia's recent past. Photos.
A powerful look at the extraordinary healing eﬀect of music on
suﬀerers of mental illness, including author Stephen Johnson's
struggle with bipolar disorder. BBC music broadcaster Stephen
Johnson explores the power of Shostakovich’s music during Stalin’s reign of terror, and writes of the extraordinary healing eﬀect
of music on suﬀerers of mental illness. Johnson looks at neurological, psychotherapeutic and philosophical ﬁndings, and reﬂects on
his own experience, where he believes Shostakovich’s music
helped him survive the trials and assaults of bipolar disorder.
There is no escapism, no false consolation in Shostakovich’s greatest music: this is some of the darkest, saddest, at times bitterest
music ever composed. So why do so many feel grateful to Shostakovich for having created it—not just Russians, but westerners
like Stephen Johnson, brought up in a very diﬀerent, far safer kind
of society? The book includes interviews with the members of the
orchestra who performed Shostakovich’s Leningrad Symphony
during the siege of that city.
Unforgiving Years is a thrilling and terrifying journey into the disastrous, blazing core of the twentieth century. Victor Serge's ﬁnal
novel, here translated into English for the ﬁrst time, is at once the
most ambitious, bleakest, and most lyrical of this neglected major
writer's works. The book is arranged into four sections, like the
panels of an immense mural or the movements of a symphony. In
the ﬁrst, D, a lifelong revolutionary who has broken with the Communist Party and expects retribution at any moment, ﬂees
through the streets of prewar Paris, haunted by the ghosts of his
past and his fears for the future. Part two ﬁnds D's friend and fellow revolutionary Daria caught up in the defense of a besieged
Leningrad, the horrors and heroism of which Serge brings to terrifying life. The third part is set in Germany. On a dangerous assignment behind the lines, Daria ﬁnds herself in a city destroyed by
both Allied bombing and Nazism, where the populace now...
Winner of the Pushkin House Russian Book Prize Winner of the
AATSEEL Book Prize Winner of the University of Southern California Book Prize Honorable Mention, Reginald Zelnik Book Prize
“Stand aside, Homer. I doubt whether even the author of the Iliad
could have matched Alexis Peri’s account of the 872-day siege
which Leningrad endured.” —Jonathan Mirsky, The Spectator “Fascinating and perceptive.” —Antony Beevor, New York Review of
Books “Powerful and illuminating...A fascinating, insightful, and nuanced work.” —Anna Reid, Times Literary Supplement “A sensitive, at times almost poetic examination.” —Robert Legvold, Foreign Aﬀairs In September 1941, two and a half months after the
Nazis invaded the Soviet Union, the German Wehrmacht encircled
Leningrad. Cut oﬀ from the rest of Russia, the city remained blockaded for 872 days, at a cost of almost a million civilian lives. It
was one of the longest and deadliest sieges in modern history.
The War Within chronicles the Leningrad blockade from the perspective of those who endured it. Drawing on unpublished diaries
written by men and women from all walks of life, Alexis Peri tells
the tragic story of how young and old struggled to make sense of
a world collapsing around them. When the blockade was lifted in
1944, Kremlin oﬃcials censored publications describing the ordeal
and arrested many of Leningrad’s wartime leaders. Some were executed. Diaries—now dangerous to their authors—were concealed
in homes, shelved in archives, and forgotten. The War Within recovers these lost accounts, shedding light on one of World War
II’s darkest episodes while paying tribute the resilience of the human spirit.
The siege of Leningrad is one of the great stories of extraordinary

and heroic endurance in World War II
When he and his tutor escape to British-occupied Boston, Octavian learns of Lord Dunmore's proclamation oﬀering freedom to
slaves who join the counterrevolutionary forces. 75,000 ﬁrst printing.
Most previous books about Dmitri Shostakovich have focused on
either his symphonies and operas, or his relationship to the
regime under which he lived, or both, since these large-scale
works were the ones that attracted the interest and sometimes
the condemnation of the Soviet authorities. "Music for Silenced
Voices" looks at Shostakovich through the back door, as it were,
of his ﬁfteen quartets, the works which his widow characterized as
a "diary, the story of his soul." The silences and the voices were
of many kinds, including the political silencing of adventurous writers, artists, and musicians during the Stalin era; the lost voices of
Shostakovich's operas (a form he abandoned just before turning
to string quartets); and the death-silenced voices of his close
friends, to whom he dedicated many of these chamber works.Wendy Lesser has constructed a fascinating narrative in which
the ﬁfteen quartets, considered one at a time in chronological order, lead the reader through the personal, political, and professional events that shaped Shostakovich's singular, emblematic twentieth-century life. Weaving together interviews with the composer's friends, family, and colleagues, as well as conversations
with present-day musicians who have played the quartets, Lesser
sheds new light on the man and the musician. One of the very few
books about Shostakovich that is aimed at a general rather than
an academic audience, "Music for Silenced Voices" is a pleasure
to read; at the same time, it is rigorously faithful to the known
facts in this notoriously complicated life. It will ﬁll readers with the
desire to hear the quartets, which are among the most compelling
and emotionally powerful monuments of the past century's music.
A best-selling, compelling and evocatively realised novel based on
real events and ﬁgures. It has now sold into eight diﬀerent countries around the world. In June 1941, Nazi troops march on Leningrad and surround it. Hitler's plan is to shell, bomb, and starve
the city into submission. Most of the cultural elite are evacuated
early in the siege, but Dmitri Shostakovich, the most famous composer in Russia, stays on to defend his city, digging ditches and
ﬁre-watching. At night he composes a new work. But after Shostakovich and his family are forced to evacuate, only Karl Eliasberg
- a shy and diﬃcult man, conductor of the second-rate Radio
Orchestra - and an assortment of musicians are left behind in Leningrad to face an unendurable winter and start rehearsing the
ﬁnished score of Shostakovich's Leningrad Symphony.
A gripping memoir written by a 96-year-old Jewish Holocaust survivor about his escape from Nazi-occupied Poland in the 1930's
and his adventures with the French Resistance during World War
II
Part memoir, part reportage, Louder Than Bombs is a story of music from the front lines. Ed Vulliamy, a decorated war correspondent and journalist, oﬀers a testimony of his lifelong passion for
music. Vulliamy’s reporting has taken him around the world to
cover the Bosnian war, the fall of the Berlin Wall and collapse of
Communism, the Iraq wars of 1991 and 2003 onward, narco violence in Mexico, and more, places where he confronted stories of
violence, suﬀering, and injustice. Through it all, Vulliamy has
turned to music not only as a reprieve but also as a means to understand and express the complicated emotions that follow. Describing the artists, songs, and concerts that most inﬂuenced him,
Vulliamy brings together the two largest threads of his life—music
and war. Louder Than Bombs covers some of the most important
musical milestones of the past ﬁfty years, from Jimi Hendrix playing “Machine Gun” at the Isle of Wight Festival in 1970 to the Bataclan in Paris under siege in 2015. Vulliamy was present for many
of these historic moments, and with him as our guide, we see
them afresh, along the way meeting musicians like B. B. King, Graham Nash, Patti Smith, Daniel Barenboim, Gustavo Dudamel, and
Bob Dylan. Vulliamy peppers the book with short vignettes—which he dubs 7" singles—recounting some of his happiest memories from a lifetime with music. Whether he’s working as
an extra in the Vienna State Opera’s production of Aida, buying
blues records in Chicago, or drinking coﬀee with Joan Baez, music
is never far from his mind. As Vulliamy discovers, when horror is
unspeakable, when words seem to fail us, we can turn to music
for expression and comfort, or for rage and pain. Poignant and
sensitively told, Louder Than Bombs is an unforgettable record of
a life bursting with music.
An unforgettable portrait of Paris and Vichy France during the
Nazi occupation Americans in Paris recounts tales of adventure, intrigue, passion, deceit, and survival under the brutal Nazi occupation through the eyes of the Americans who lived through it all.
Renowned journalist Charles Glass tells the story of a remarkable
cast of ﬁve thousand expatriates--artists, writers, scientists, playboys, musicians, cultural mandarins, and ordinary businessmen--and their struggles in Nazi Paris. Glass's discovery of letters,
diaries, war documents, and police ﬁles reveals as never before
how Americans were trapped in a web of intrigue, collaboration,
and courage.
A daring literary masterpiece and winner of the National Book
Award In this magniﬁcent work of ﬁction, acclaimed author William T. Vollmann turns his trenchant eye on the authoritarian cul-
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tures of Germany and the USSR in the twentieth century to render
a mesmerizing perspective on human experience during wartime.
Through interwoven narratives that paint a composite portrait of
these two battling leviathans and the monstrous age they
deﬁned, Europe Central captures a chorus of voices both real and
ﬁctional— a young German who joins the SS to ﬁght its crimes,
two generals who collaborate with the enemy for diﬀerent reasons, the Soviet composer Dmitri Shostakovich and the Stalinist
assaults upon his work and life.
Describes life in the Russian city of Leningrad during World War II.
Russian, Book 1: Russian Through Propaganda is the ﬁrst volume
in a new series of Russian textbooks with a rigorous but rewarding
approach to the language. It assumes no prior knowledge of Russian, and is intended for ambitious beginners, or more advanced
students seeking a highly structured review of the language. It assumes that its readers are interested in long-term mastery of the
language, within the rich historical, cultural, and literary contexts
that often draw students to Russian in the ﬁrst place. It therefore

takes the time to explain challenging grammar topics in depth,
striving to provide the full picture as clearly as possible. It is richly
illustrated with Soviet-era propaganda posters, whose slogans
serve as examples of each lesson's grammar. It is structured as a
series of 50 daily lessons, which build upon one another and give
a clear sense of progress. It is the equivalent of a semester of intensive college-level study of Russian. Audio and other resources
are available online.
Racing to freedom with thousands of other refugees as Russian
forces close in on their homes in East Prussia, Joana, Emilia, and
Florian meet aboard the doomed Wilhelm Gustloﬀ and are forced
to trust each other in order to survive.
“An extraordinary debut, a deeply lovely novel that evokes with
uncommon deftness the terrible, heartbreaking beauty that is life
in wartime. Like the glorious ghosts of the paintings in the Hermitage that lie at the heart of the story, Dean’s exquisite prose shimmers with a haunting glow, illuminating us to the notion that art itself is perhaps our most necessary nourishment. A superbly grace-
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ful novel.” — Chang-Rae Lee, New York Times Bestselling author
of Aloft and Native Speaker Bit by bit, the ravages of age are eroding Marina's grip on the everyday. An elderly Russian woman now
living in America, she cannot hold on to fresh memories—the details of her grown children's lives, the approaching wedding of her
grandchild—yet her distant past is miraculously preserved in her
mind's eye. Vivid images of her youth in war-torn Leningrad arise
unbidden, carrying her back to the terrible fall of 1941, when she
was a tour guide at the Hermitage Museum and the German
army's approach signaled the beginning of what would be a long,
torturous siege on the city. As the people braved starvation, bitter
cold, and a relentless German onslaught, Marina joined other staﬀ
members in removing the museum's priceless masterpieces for
safekeeping, leaving the frames hanging empty on the walls to
symbolize the artworks' eventual return. As the Luftwaﬀe's bombs
pounded the proud, stricken city, Marina built a personal Hermitage in her mind—a refuge that would stay buried deep within
her, until she needed it once more. . . .

