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One of the Washington
Post's Top Nonﬁction Titles of 2001 In the spring
of 1942, the federal government forced West
Coast Japanese Americans
into detainment camps on
suspicion of disloyalty.
Two years later, the government demanded even
more, drafting them into
the same military that had
been guarding them as
subversives. Most of these
Americans complied, but
Free to Die for Their Country is the ﬁrst book to tell
the powerful story of
those who refused. Based
on years of research and

personal interviews, Eric
L. Muller re-creates the
emotions and events that
followed the arrival of
those draft notices, revealing a dark and complex
chapter of America's history.
Following the conclusion
of the Second World War,
the experiences of Japanese Americans have
been disproportionally silenced. This study therefore attempts to identify
how Japanese American
identity has been altered
over time and why identity formation among generational groups has been altered so signiﬁcantly. Ten
one-on-one interviews

were conducted, transcribed, and coded for
emerging themes pertinent to identity formation
and the communication of
identity. Results from this
study suggest implications for future research
concerning Japanese
American identity, identity
formation, and the historical impacts of prejudice
and discrimination on this
identity group.
Eric Walz's Nikkei in the Interior West tells the story
of more than twelve thousand Japanese immigrants
who settled in the interior
West--Arizona, Colorado,
Idaho, Nebraska, and
Utah. They came inland
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not as fugitives forced to
relocate after Pearl Harbor but arrived decades
before World War II as
workers searching for a
job or as picture brides
looking to join husbands
they had never met. Despite being isolated from
their native country and
the support of larger
settlements on the West
Coast, these immigrants
formed ethnic associations, language schools,
and religious institutions.
They also experienced persecution and discrimination during World War II in
dramatically
diﬀerent
ways than the often-studied immigrants living
along the Paciﬁc Coast.
Even though they struggled with discrimination,
these interior communities grew both in size and
in permanence to become
an integral part of the
American West. Using oral
histories, journal entries,
newspaper accounts, organization records, and local histories, Nikkei in the
Interior West explores the
conditions in Japan that
led to emigration, the immigration process, the factors that drew immigrants
to the interior, the cultural
negotiation that led to ethnic development, and the
eﬀects of World War II. Examining not only the formation and impact of these Japanese communi-
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ties but also their interaction with others in the region, Walz demonstrates
how these communities
connect with the broader
Japanese diaspora.
There have been many
studies on the forced relocation and internment of
nearly 120,000 Japanese
Americans during World
War II. But An Absent Presence is the ﬁrst to focus
on how popular representations of this unparalleled episode in U.S. history aﬀected the formation
of Cold War culture. Caroline Chung Simpson
shows how the portrayal
of this economic and social disenfranchisement
haunted—and
even
shaped—the expression of
American race relations
and national identity
throughout the middle of
the twentieth century.
Simpson argues that
when popular journals or
social theorists engaged
the topic of Japanese
American history or identity in the Cold War era
they did so in a manner
that tended to eﬀace or diminish the complexity of
their political and historical experience. As a result, the shadowy ﬁguration of Japanese American
identity often took on the
semblance of an “absent
presence.” Individual
chapters feature such topics as the case of the al-

leged Tokyo Rose, the Hiroshima Maidens Project,
and Japanese war brides.
Drawing on issues of race,
gender, and nation, Simpson connects the internment episode to broader
themes of postwar American culture, including the
atomic bomb, McCarthyism, the crises of racial integration, and the anxiety
over middle-class gender
roles. By recapturing and
reexamining these vital
ﬂashpoints in the projection of Japanese American
identity, Simpson ﬁlls a
critical and historical void
in a number of ﬁelds including Asian American
studies, American studies,
and Cold War history.
Whereas most scholarship
on Japanese Americans
looks at historical case
studies or the 1.5 generation assimilating, this pioneering anthology, Japanese American Millennials, captures theexperiences, perspectives, and
aspirations of Asian Americans born between 1980
and 2000. The editors and
contributors present multiple perspectives on who
Japanese Americans are,
how they think about notions of community and
culture, and how they engage and negotiate multiple social identities. The
essays by scholars both in
the United States and Ja-

JAPANESE AMERICANS THE FORMATION AND TRANSFORMATIONS OF 27-09-2022
AN ETHNIC GROUP

R5T1Y9

JAPANESE AMERICANS THE FORMATION AND TRANSFORMATIONS OF AN ETHNIC
GROUP

pan draw upon the Japanese American millennial
experience to examine
how they ﬁnd self-expression in Youth Basketball
Leagues or Christian
youth camps as well as
how they grapple with being mixed-race, bicultural,
or queer. Featuring compelling interviews and observations, Japanese
American Millennials dislodges the dominant generational framework toaddress absences in the current literature and
suggests how we might alternatively study Japanese
Americans as a whole.
"Japanese American Incarceration argues that
the incarceration of Japanese Americans created a
massive system of prison
labor that blurred the
lines between free and
forced work during World
War II"-'Between Two Empires'
probes the complexities of
prewar Japanese American community to show
how Japanese in America
occupied an in-between
space between American
nationality & Japanese racial identity.
On October 24, 1944,
more than two hundred
American soldiers realized
they were surrounded by
German infantry deep in
the mountain forest of
eastern France. As their
dwindling food, ammuni-

tion, and medical supplies
ran out, the American
commanding
oﬃcer
turned to the 442nd Regimental Combat Team to
achieve what other units
had failed to do. Honor Before Glory is the story of
the 442nd, a segregated
unit of Japanese American
citizens, commanded by
white oﬃcers, that ﬁnally
rescued the "lost battalion." Their unmatched
courage and sacriﬁce under ﬁre became legend-all
the more remarkable because many of the
soldiers had volunteered
from prison-like "internment" camps where sentries watched their
mothers and fathers from
the barbed-wire perimeter. In seven campaigns,
these young Japanese
American men earned
more than 9,000 Purple
Hearts, 6,000 Bronze and
Silver Stars, and nearly
two dozen Medals of Honor. The 442nd became the
most decorated unit of its
size in World War II: its
soldiers earned 18,100
awards and decorations,
more than one for every
man. Honor Before Glory
is their story-a story of a
young generation's ﬁght
against both the enemy
and American prejudice-a
story of heroism, sacriﬁce,
and the best America has
to oﬀer.
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This dissertation critiques
the assimilation paradigm
by highlighting the continued impact of race for
third and fourth generation Japanese Americans
in suburban Southern California. Despite their mass
internment during WWII,
assimilation scholarship
since the 1960s heralds Japanese Americans as the
model minority and a shining example of the colorblind promise of the
"American Dream." Japanese Americans, as a
group that has high socioeconomic attainment and
residential integration,
provides an opportunity to
explore the future of ethnic communities after assimilation "success." However, through the political
concept of substantive citizenship, deﬁned as a
sense of local and national belonging, I show that
race continues to limit the
ability of immigrant-origin
communities to achieve
full membership in US society. For this project, I conducted 91 in-depth interviews, as well as collected
archival and visual image
sources, to examine how
Japanese Americans negotiate their substantive citizenship through localized
practices of ethnic and racial community formation.
I demonstrate that third
and fourth generation Japanese Americans do not
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negotiate their lack of belonging by shedding their
ethnic identity as dictated
by assimilation theory.
Rather, they rely on ethnic community to shape
their sense of citizenship
and belonging at both the
local and national levels.
Furthermore, I introduce
the concept of racial replenishment of ethnicity
to illustrate how the inﬂux
of similarly racialized immigration and refugees
from Asia following policy
reforms beginning in 1965
created a context under
which later generation Japanese Americans simultaneously acknowledge
their racialization as
"Asian" and "forever foreigners" as well as augment their ethnic identiﬁcation as "Japanese American" as unique within the
panethnic label. In a ﬁnal
segment of my dissertation, I provide a concrete
example of suburban ethnic community formation
and substantive citizenship through an exploration of the relationships,
community, and networks
formed among the former
employees of Japanese Village and Deer Park, a Japanese-themed amusement
park in Orange County
that employed many local
sansei youth from
1967-1974. Overall, the Japanese American case
opens a theoretical door
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for exploring the contemporary racial predicament
of Latinos and other Asian
Americans, the fast growing immigrant populations
in the US.
Altered Lives, Enduring
Community examines the
long-term eﬀects on Japanese Americans of their
World War II experiences:
forced removal from their
Paciﬁc Coast homes, incarceration in desolate
government camps, and
ultimate resettlement. As
part of Seattle's Densho:
Japanese American Legacy Project, the authors collected interviews and survey data from Japanese
Americans now living in
King County, Washington,
who were imprisoned during World War II. Their
clear-eyed, often poignant
account presents the contemporary, post-redress
perspectives of former incarcerees on their experiences and the consequences for their life
course. Using descriptive
material that personalizes
and contextualizes the data, the authors show how
prewar socioeconomic networks and the speciﬁc
characteristics of the incarceration experience
aﬀected Japanese American readjustment in the
postwar era. Topics explored include the eﬀects
of incarceration and resettlement on social rela-

tionships and community
structure, educational and
occupational trajectories,
marriage and childbearing, and military service
and draft resistance. The
consequences of initial resettlement location and religious orientation are also
examined.
There is a rich body of literature on the experience
of Japanese immigrants in
the United States, and
there are also numerous
accounts of the cultural
dislocation felt by American expats in Japan. But
what happens when Japanese Americans, born and
raised in the United
States, are the ones living
abroad in Japan? Redeﬁning Japaneseness chronicles how Japanese American migrants to Japan
navigate and complicate
the categories of Japanese
and “foreigner.” Drawing
from extensive interviews
and ﬁeldwork in the Tokyo
area, Jane H. Yamashiro
tracks the multiple ways
these migrants strategically negotiate and interpret
their daily interactions.
Following a diverse group
of subjects—some of only
Japanese ancestry and
others of mixed heritage,
some ﬂuent in Japanese
and others struggling with
the language, some from
Hawaii and others from
the US continent—her
study reveals wide varia-
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tions in how Japanese
Americans perceive both
Japaneseness and Americanness. Making an important contribution to both
Asian American studies
and scholarship on transnational migration, Redeﬁning Japaneseness critically interrogates the
common assumption that
people of Japanese ancestry identify as members of
a global diaspora. Furthermore, through its close examination of subjects who
migrate from one highly-industrialized nation to
another, it dramatically expands our picture of the
migrant experience.
This book provides a comprehensive story of the
complicated and rich story
of the Japanese American
experience—from immigration, to discrimination,
to adaptation, achievement and contributions to
the American mosaic. • Includes more than 200
clearly written, cross-referenced entries that present
brief histories on the key
people, places, and
events associated with Japanese American history
• Highlights the distinctive contributions of Japanese Americans to the fabric and plurality of American life • Describes the political, social, and religious
institutions founded by Japanese Americans and
the community-building,

activist, and philanthropic
roles they have played •
Provides a chronology of
events, illustrations, and
collection of primary documents
Los Angeles has attracted
intense attention as a
"world city" characterized
by multiculturalism and
globalization. Yet, little is
known about the historical
transformation of a place
whose leaders proudly proclaimed themselves white
supremacists less than a
century ago. In The Shifting Grounds of Race,
Scott Kurashige highlights
the role African Americans
and Japanese Americans
played in the social and
political struggles that remade twentieth-century
Los Angeles. Linking
paradigmatic events like
Japanese American internment and the Black civil
rights
movement,
Kurashige transcends the
usual "black/white" dichotomy to explore the multiethnic dimensions of segregation and integration.
Racism and sprawl
shaped the dominant image of Los Angeles as a
"white city." But they simultaneously fostered a
shared oppositional consciousness among Black
and Japanese Americans
living as neighbors within
diverse urban communities. Kurashige demons-
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trates why African Americans and Japanese Americans joined forces in the
battle against discrimination and why the trajectories of the two groups diverged. Connecting local
developments to national
and international concerns, he reveals how critical shifts in postwar
politics were shaped by a
multiracial discourse that
promoted the acceptance
of Japanese Americans as
a "model minority" while
binding African Americans
to the social ills underlying the 1965 Watts Rebellion. Multicultural Los Angeles ultimately encompassed both the new prosperity arising from transpaciﬁc commerce and the
enduring problem of race
and class divisions. This
extraordinarily ambitious
book adds new depth and
complexity to our understanding of the "urban crisis" and oﬀers a window
into America's multiethnic
future.
Conﬁnement and Ethnicity
documents in unprecedented detail the various
facilities in which persons
of Japanese descent living
in the western United
States were conﬁned during World War II: the ﬁfteen �assembly centers� run by the U.S.
Army�s Wartime Civil
Control Administration,
the ten �relocation cen-
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ters� created by the War
Relocation Authority, and
the internment camps,
penitentiaries, and other
sites under the jurisdiction
of the Justice and War Departments. Originally published as a report of the
Western Archeological
and Conservation Center
of the National Park Service, it is now reissued in
a corrected edition, with a
new Foreword by Tetsuden Kashima, associate
professor of American ethnic studies at the University of Washington. Based
on archival research, ﬁeld
visits, and interviews with
former residents, Conﬁnement and Ethnicity provides an overview of the
architectural remnants,
archeological features,
and artifacts remaining at
the various sites. Included
are numerous maps, diagrams, charts, and photographs. Historic images of
the sites and their inhabitants -- including several
by Dorothea Lange and
Ansel Adams -- are combined with photographs of
present-day settings,
showing concrete foundations, fence posts, inmate-constructed drainage
ditches, and foundations
and parts of buildings, as
well as inscriptions in Japanese and English written
or scratched on walls and
rocks. The result is a
unique and poignant trea-
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sure house of information
for former residents and
their descendants, for
Asian American and World
War II historians, and for
anyone interested in the
facts about what the authors call these �sites of
shame.�
The place occupied by Japanese Americans within
the annals of United
States history often begins and ends with their
cameo appearance as victims of incarceration after
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. In this provocative
work, David K. Yoo broadens the scope of Japanese
American history to examine how the second
generation--the
Nisei--shaped its identity
and negotiated its place
within American society.
Tracing the emergence of
a dynamic Nisei subculture, Yoo shows how the
foundations laid during
the 1920s and 1930s
helped many Nisei adjust
to the upheaval of the concentration
camps.
Schools, racial-ethnic
churches, and the immigrant press served not
merely as waystations to
assimilation but as tools
by which Nisei aﬃrmed
their identity in connection with both Japanese
and American culture. The
Nisei who came of age during World War II formed
identities while negotiat-

ing complexities of race,
gender, class, generation,
economics, politics, and international relations. A
thoughtful consideration
of the gray area between
accommodation and resistance, Growing Up Nisei
reveals the struggles and
humanity of a forgotten
generation of Japanese
Americans.
When bombs rained down
on Pearl Harbor in 1941,
Japanese American college students were
among the many young
men enrolled in ROTC and
immediately called upon
to defend the Hawaiian islands against invasion. In
a few weeks, however,
the military government
questioned their loyalty
and disarmed them. In No
Sword to Bury, Franklin
Odo places the largely untold story of the wartime
experience of these young
men in the context of the
community created by
their immigrant families
and its relationship to the
larger, white-dominated
society. At the heart of
the book are vivid oral histories that recall their service on the home front in
the Varsity Victory Volunteers, a non-military
group dedicated to public
works, as well as in the segregated 442nd Regimental Combat Team. Illuminating a critical moment
in ethnic identity forma-
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tion among this ﬁrst generation of Americans of Japanese descent (the nisei),
Odo shows how the war-time service and the postwar success of these men
contributed to the simplistic view of Japanese Americans as a model minority
in Hawai`i.
Who are Asian Americans? Moving beyond popular stereotypes of the
“model minority” or “forever foreigner,” most
Americans know surprisingly little of the nation’s
fastest growing minority
population. Since the
1960s, when diﬀerent
Asian immigrant groups
came together under the
“Asian American” umbrella, they have tirelessly
carved out their presence
in the labor market, education, politics, and pop culture. Many times, they
have done so in the face
of racism, discrimination,
sexism, homophobia, and
socioeconomic disadvantage. Today, contemporary Asian America has
emerged as an incredibly
diverse population, with
each segment of the community facing its unique
challenges. When Contemporary Asian America was
ﬁrst published in 2000, it
exposed its readers to the
formation and development of Asian American
studies as an academic

ﬁeld of study, from its inception as part of the ethnic consciousness movement of the 1960s to the
systematic inquiry into
more contemporary theoretical and practical issues facing Asian America
at the century’s end. It
was the ﬁrst volume to integrate a broad range of
interdisciplinary research
and approaches from a social science perspective to
assess the eﬀects of immigration, community development, and socialization
on Asian American communities. This updated
third edition discusses the
impact of September 11
on Asian American identity and citizenship; the
continued inﬂuence of
globalization on past and
present waves of immigration; and the intersection
of race, gender, sexuality,
and class on the experiences of Asian immigrants
and their children. The volume also provides study
questions and recommended supplementary
readings and documentary ﬁlms. This critical
text
oﬀers
a
broad
overview of Asian American studies and the current state of Asian America.
Imagine Otherwise is an incisive critique of the ﬁeld
of Asian American studies.
Recognizing that the
rubric "Asian American"
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elides crucial diﬀerences,
Kandice Chuh argues for
reframing Asian American
studies as a study deﬁned
not by its subjects and objects, but by its critique.
Toward that end, she
urges the foregrounding
of the constructedness of
"Asian American" formations and shows how this
understanding of the ﬁeld
provides the basis for continuing to use the term
"Asian American" in light
of—and in spite of—contemporary critiques about
its limitations. Drawing on
the insights of poststructuralist theory, postcolonial
studies, and investigations of transnationalism,
Imagine Otherwise conceives of Asian American
literature and U.S. legal
discourse as theoretical
texts to be examined for
the normative claims
about race, gender, and
sexuality that they put
forth. Reading government and legal documents, novels including
Carlos Bulosan's America
Is in the Heart, John Okada's No-No Boy, Changrae Lee's A Gesture Life,
Ronyoung Kim's Clay
Walls, and Lois Ann Yamanaka's Blu's Hanging, and
the short stories "Immigration Blues" by Bienvenido
Santos and "High-Heeled
Shoes" by Hisaye Yamamoto, Chuh works through
Filipino American and Ko-
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rean American identity formation and Japanese
American internment during World War II as she negotiates the complex and
sometimes tense diﬀerences that constitute
'Asian America' and Asian
American studies.
Nikkei Baseball examines
baseball's evolving importance to the Japanese
American community and
the construction of Japanese American identity.
Originally introduced in Japan in the late 1800s,
baseball was played in the
United States by Japanese
immigrants ﬁrst in Hawaii,
then San Francisco and
northern California, then
in amateur leagues up
and down the Paciﬁc
Coast. For Japanese American players, baseball was
seen as a sport that encouraged healthy competition by imposing rules and
standards of ethical behavior for both players
and fans. The value of
baseball as exercise and
amusement quickly expanded into something
even more important, a
means for strengthening
social ties within Japanese
American communities
and for linking their aspirations to America's pastimes and America's
promise. With World War
II came internment and
baseball and softball
played behind barbed
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wire. After their release
from the camps, Japanese
Americans found their
reentry to American society beset by anti-Japanese
laws, policies, and vigilante violence, but they rebuilt their leagues and
played in schools and colleges. Drawing from archival research, prior scholarship, and personal interviews, Samuel O. Regalado explores key historical
factors such as Meji-era
modernization policies in
Japan, American anti-Asian sentiments, internment during World War II,
the postwar transition,
economic and educational
opportunities in the
1960s, the developing concept of a distinct "Asian
American" identity, and Japanese Americans' rise to
the major leagues with
star players including
Lenn Sakata and Kurt
Suzuki and even managers such as the Seattle
Mariners' Don Wakamatsu.
"On August 8, 1942, 302
people arrived by train at
Vocation, Wyoming, to become the ﬁrst Japanese
American residents of
what the U.S. government
called the Relocation Center at Heart Mountain. In
the following weeks and
months, they would be
joined by some 10,000 of
the more than 120,000
people of Japanese des-

cent, two-thirds of them
U.S. citizens, incarcerated
as "domestic enemy
aliens" during World War
II. Heart Mountain became
a town with workplaces,
social groups, and political
alliances-in short, networks. These networks
are the focus of Saara
Kekki's Japanese Americans at Heart Mountain. Interconnections between
people are the foundation
of human societies. Exploring the creation of networks at Heart Mountain,
as well as movement to
and from the camp between 1942 and 1945,
this book oﬀers an unusually detailed look at the
formation of a society
within the incarcerated
community,
speciﬁcally
the manifestation of power, agency, and resistance. Kekki constructs a
dynamic network model of
all of Heart Mountain's
residents and their interconnections-family, political, employment, social,
and geospatial networks-using historical "big data" drawn from the War
Relocation Authority and
narrative sources, including the camp newspaper
Heart Mountain Sentinel.
For all the inmates, life inevitably went on: people
married, had children,
worked, and engaged in
politics. Because of the duration of the incarcera-
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tion, many became institutionalized and unwilling to
leave the camps when the
time came. Yet most individuals, Kekki ﬁnds, took
charge of their own destinies despite the injustice
and looked forward to the
day when Heart Mountain
was behind them. Especially timely in its implications for debates over immigration and assimilation, Japanese Americans
at Heart Mountain presents a remarkable opportunity to reconstruct a
community created under
duress within the larger
American society, and to
gain new insight into an
American experience
largely lost to oﬃcial history."-As one of the oldest
groups of Asian Americans in the United States,
most Japanese Americans
are culturally assimilated
and well-integrated in
mainstream American society. However, they continue to be racialized as
culturally “Japanese” foreigners simply because of
their Asian appearance in
a multicultural America
where racial minorities
are expected to remain
ethnically distinct. Diﬀerent generations of Japanese Americans have responded to such pressures in ways that range
from demands that their

racial citizenship as bona
ﬁde Americans be recognized to a desire to maintain or recover their ethnic heritage and reconnect with their ancestral
homeland. In Japanese
American
Ethnicity,
Takeyuki Tsuda explores
the contemporary ethnic
experiences of Japanese
Americans from the second to the fourth generations and the extent to
which they remain connected to their ancestral
cultural heritage. He also
places Japanese Americans in transnational and
diasporic context and analyzes the performance of
ethnic heritage through
the example of taiko drumming ensembles. Drawing
on extensive ﬁeldwork
with Japanese Americans
in San Diego and Phoenix,
Tsuda argues that the ethnicity of immigrant-descent minorities does not
simply follow a linear trajectory. Increasing cultural assimilation does not always erode the signiﬁcance of ethnic heritage
and identity over the generations. Instead, each
new generation of Japanese Americans has negotiated its own ethnic positionality in diﬀerent ways.
Young Japanese Americans today are reviving
their cultural heritage and
embracing its salience in
their daily lives more than
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the previous generations.
This book demonstrates
how culturally assimilated
minorities can simultaneously maintain their ancestral cultures or even actively recover their lost
ethnic heritage.
Seminar paper from the
year 2002 in the subject
American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: A-, San Francisco State University (Ethnic Studies), course: AAS
710 Critical Approaches,
language: English, abstract: From the beginning
of the Twentieth Century,
there have been quite a
number of watershed
events in American as
well as World History. The
term “watershed” refers
to a turning point in history. Examples are the
Great Depression in the
1930s, World War Two in
the 1940s, the Cold War
beginning in the 1950s,
the Civil Rights Movements in the US (and
Third World Liberation
Movements, their international counterparts) beginning in the 1960s, the
downfall of communism
and the rise of terrorism
in the 1980s, and 9/11 in
2001. Those watersheds
have had political, social
and economic consequences
on
diﬀerent
groups and in diﬀerent
spheres, ranging from local to global dimensions.
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Japanese Americans and
their position in American
society were eﬀected by
all those watershed
events. Western Colonialism in Asia envisioned the
Japanese as the primitive
“Other” of the modern
United States1. After having opened Japan by force
in 1853, the US welcomed
Japanese immigrants for a
short time as a cheap
source of labor. Long before the Great Depression
hit the United States, however, anti-Japanese American sentiment, which was
due to racial hatred and
supposed economic competition, grew bigger and
bigger, culminating in the
Oriental Exclusion Act of
1924. During the Second
World War, Japanese
Americans residing primarily on the West Coast
were put into internment
camps. Dubbed a “military necessity,” this internment of approximately
110.000 persons of Japanese ancestry, a majority
of whom were American citizens, was, in reality, solely triggered by racial hatred. In the 1950s, during
the Cold War, Japan, as
Asia’s only democracy,
switched roles with Communist China and became
an ally of the United
States. This had immediate consequences on the
attitude towards Japanese
Americans in the US. The
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Civil Rights Movement
and the Third World Liberation Movements were
closely linked to the Cold
War in that of all the anti-communist countries, the
United States was the only one which had not been
economically ruined by
the preceding war. Thus,
the United States was expected to be the guardian
of democracy and had to
live up to its proclaimed
ideals of equality and freedom. The Cold War and
the Civil Rights Movement
gave Asian Americans in
general, and Japanese
Americans in particular,
unprecedented opportunities, such as electoral empowerment, the repeal of
exclusion laws, and to a
certain extent social mobility. [...]
A New Japanese Guide
That Will Give You ALL
You Want To Know. There
has never been a Japanese Guide like this. It contains 318 answers, much
more than you can
imagine; comprehensive
answers and extensive details and references, with
insights that have never
before been oﬀered in
print. Get the information
you need--fast! This all-embracing guide oﬀers a
thorough view of key
knowledge and detailed insight. This Guide introduces what you want to
know about Japanese. A

quick look inside of some
of the subjects covered:
Muda (Japanese term), Alfa Romeo GT - The Quadrifoglio Oro (japanese market), Second Sino-Japanese War - Imperial Japanese Army, Mandarin Chinese profanity - Against Japanese, Japanese painting
- Empire of JapanPrewar
period (1868-1945), Second Sino-Japanese War Chinese Communists, Japanese wine - Major wine
producing regions of Japan, Comic book - Japanese comics (manga), Japanese American internment - Niihau Incident,
Wife selling - Hawaii,
among Japanese immigrants, Japanese American internment - DOJ and
Army internment camps,
Anti-Japanese sentiment In English, People's Liberation Army - Formation and
Second Sino-Japanese
War, Fashion house - Japanese fashion design, Japanese occupation of the
Dutch East Indies, Japanese philosophy - Kamakura Buddhism, Muda (Japanese term) - Defects, Muda (Japanese term) - The
seven wastes, Timber
framing - Japanese, Japanese American internment
- Non-military advocates
against exclusion, removal, and detention, Second Sino-Japanese War German support, Program
for Appropriate Technolo-
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gy in Health - Japanese encephalitis, Japanese angelshark - Human interactions, Muda (Japanese term) - Inventory, Second Sino-Japanese War - The Republic of China, List of Japanese inventions Robotics, Formula 3000 Japanese F3000/Formula
Nippon, List of Japanese
prefectures by GDP - 2010
list, and much more...
This book examines the
lives of Japanese Americans in the aftermath of
their World War Two-era
conﬁnement,
including
how they resettled nationwide, the mental and physical aftereﬀects of the
former inmates, and their
political engagement.
Three types of identity formations among Americans of Japanese ancestry
in Japan can be discerned.
First, Japanese Americans
from the U.S. continent
who can phenotypically
blend into Japanese society tend to reconstruct
what I term "racialized national identities" as "Japanese Americans" in Japan.
Second, ethnic Japanese
from Hawai'i reconstruct
"Hawai'i" identities while
in Japan. Finally, mixed
race Japanese Americans
must grapple with the category of "hafu," which is
gaining increasing social
recognition in Japan.
In 1895 Japan acquired

Taiwan as its ﬁrst formal
colony after a resounding
victory in the Sino-Japanese war. For the next ﬁfty years, Japanese rule devastated and transformed
the entire socioeconomic
and political fabric of Taiwanese society. In Becoming Japanese, Leo Ching
examines the formation of
Taiwanese political and
cultural identities under
the dominant Japanese
colonial discourse of assimilation (dôka) and imperialization (kôminka)
from the early 1920s to
the end of the Japanese
Empire in 1945. Becoming
Japanese analyzes the
ways in which the Taiwanese struggled, negotiated, and collaborated with
Japanese colonialism during the cultural practices
of assimilation and imperialization. It chronicles a
historiography of colonial
identity formations that
delineates the shift from a
collective and heterogeneous political horizon into a personal and inner
struggle of "becoming Japanese." Representing Japanese colonialism in Taiwan as a topography of
multiple associations and
identiﬁcations made possible through the triangulation of imperialist Japan,
nationalist China, and colonial Taiwan, Ching demonstrates the irreducible tension and contradiction in-
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herent in the formations
and transformations of
colonial
identities.
Throughout the colonial
period, Taiwanese elites
imagined and constructed
China as a discursive
space where various
forms of cultural identiﬁcation and national aﬃliation were projected. Successfully bridging history
and literary studies, this
bold and imaginative book
rethinks the history of Japanese rule in Taiwan by
radically expanding its approach to colonial discourses.
Looks at the lives of a
number of elderly Japanese Americans who relocated to Chicago after
World War II and explores
race and ethnic relations
in post-World War II Chicago.
Since 1855, nearly half a
million Japanese immigrants have settled in the
United States, and today
more than twice that number claim Japanese ancestry. While these immigrants worked hard, established networks, and repeatedly distinguished
themselves as entrepreneurs, they also encountered harsh discrimination. Nowhere was this
more evident than on the
West Coast during World
War II, when virtually the
entire population of Japanese Americans was
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forced into internment
camps solely on the basis
of ethnicity.
Dr. Pyong Gap Min and
Rose Kim present a compilation of narratives on ethnic identity written by
ﬁrst-, 1.5-, and second-generation Asian American professionals. In an attempt to reconcile the dichotomies long associated
with being both Asian and
American, these narratives trace the formation
of each author's ethnic
identity and discuss its importance in shaping his or
her professional career.
The narratives touch upon
common themes of prejudice and discrimination,
loss and retention of ethnic subculture, ethnic versus non-ethnic friendship
networks, and racial and
inter-racial dating patterns. When coupled with
Dr. Min's comprehensive
introductory chapter on
contemporary trends in
the study of ethnicity, these narratives prove that
constructing one's ethnicity is truly a dynamic process and serve as an invaluable resource for anyone interested in teaching
or studying the concepts
of ethnic identity.
Thinking Orientals is a
groundbreaking study of
Asian Americans and the
racial formation of twentieth-century American soci-
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ety. It reveals the inﬂuential role Asian Americans
played in constructing the
understandings of Asian
American identity. It examines the unique role
played bysociologists, particularly sociologists at
the University of Chicago,
in the study of the "Oriental Problem" before World
War II and also analyzes
the internment of Japanese Americans during
the war and the subsequent "model minority"
proﬁle.
Tokyo Life, New York
Dreams is a bicultural
study focusing on Japanese immigrants in New
York and the ideas they
had about what they
would ﬁnd there. It is one
of the ﬁrst works to consider Japanese immigration
to the East Coast, where
immigrants were of a
diﬀerent class and social
background from the laborers who came to the
West Coast and Hawaii.
Beginning with a portrait
of immigrants' lives in
New York City, Mitziko
Sawada returns to Tokyo
to examine the pre-immigration experience in
depth, using rich sources
of popular Japanese literature to trace the origins of
immigrant perceptions of
the U.S. Along with discussions of economics and
politics in Tokyo, Sawada
explores the prevalent im-

ages, ideologies, social
myths, and attitudes of
late Meiji and Early Taisho
Japan. Her lively narrative
draws on guide books,
magazines, success literature, and popular novels
to illuminate the formation of ideas about work,
class, gender relations,
and freedom in American
society. This study analyzes the Japanese construction of a mythic
America, perceived as a
homogeneous and exotic
"other." This title is part of
UC Press's Voices Revived
program, which commemorates University of California Press’s mission to
seek out and cultivate the
brightest minds and give
them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices
Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once
again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1996.
In the Jim Crow South, Chinese, Filipino, Japanese,
and, later, Vietnamese
and Indian Americans
faced obstacles similar to
those experienced by African Americans in their
ﬁght for civil and human
rights. Although they were
not black, Asian Americans generally were not
considered white and thus
were subject to school seg-
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regation, antimiscegenation laws, and discriminatory business practices.
As Asian Americans attempted to establish themselves in the South, they
found that institutionalized racism thwarted their
eﬀorts time and again.
However, this book tells
the story of their resistance and documents how
Asian American political
actors and civil rights activists challenged existing
deﬁnitions of rights and
justice in the South. From
the formation of Chinese
and Japanese communities in the early twentieth
century through Indian hotel owners' battles against
business discrimination in
the 1980s and '90s,
Stephanie Hinnershitz
shows how Asian Americans organized carefully
constructed legal battles
that often traveled to the
state and federal supreme
courts. Drawing from legislative and legal records
as well as oral histories,
memoirs, and newspapers, Hinnershitz describes a movement that
ran alongside and at
times intersected with the
African American ﬁght for
justice, and she restores
Asian Americans to the
fraught legacy of civil
rights in the South.
The American-born author
describes her family's ex-

periences and impressions when they were
forced to relocate to a
camp for the Japanese in
Owens Valley, California,
called Manzanar, during
World War II, detailing
how she, among others,
survived in a place of oppression, confusion, and
humiliation. Reissue.
Unlikely Liberators is the
action-ﬁlled story of the
men of the 100th Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. Not
trusted to ﬁght in the Paciﬁc, these sons of Japanese immigrants were
sent instead to the European theater. In the eyes
of their own government
and the Europeans they
liberated, they were an unlikely group of ﬁghting
men. They nevertheless
engaged the enemy with
astonishing heroism, winning battle after battle at
Anzio, Salerno, Cassino,
and in the Vosges Mountains. At the end of the
war, the 100th and the
442nd emerged as America’s most decorated units.
They provided ample evidence of their patriotism
to a country that had questioned their loyalty.
Masayo Duus begins her
story with the formation
of the Japanese American
units, which were an outgrowth of America’s ambivalent attitude toward the
entire Japanese American
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community at the outbreak of the war. She recounts their experiences
in training and during the
early battles in Italy, including the conﬂicts between Japanese American
and Caucasian troops. The
ﬁnal part of the story focuses on the battle in the
Vosges forest, where the
442nd fought ﬁercely to
rescue the "lost battalion"
of Texans hopelessly cut
oﬀ by the enemy. Based
on extensive research in
War Department archives
and nearly three hundred
interviews with veterans
of the 100th and 442nd,
Unlikely Liberators ﬁrst appeared in serialized form
in Japan, where it won the
Bungeishunjusha Reader’s
Prize. It is an absorbing
and personalized account
of young men suddenly separated from their families and friends, often confused and sometimes suspicious about what the
army wanted from them.
It portrays them as individuals confronting the multiple crises of war and social rejection and it shows
that their greatest
achievement was not
their victory over a foreign enemy, but over prejudice at home. This book
is a tribute to those men,
who by their heroism
reestablished for all Japanese Americans their personal dignity as full cit-
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izens in the country of
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their birth.
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